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Chapter the Crown in respect of the government of Southern
__1   Rhodesia under its constitution. The separation was
inevitably a matter of some regret to the Union
Government, and was criticised by Lord Buxton, a
former Governor-General. But it was obvious that the
interests of the native territories were not necessarily
those of the Union, and, although the South African
Act, 1909, contemplated the transfer of the control of
these territories to the Union, clearly that could not
well take place without the assent of the natives. Their
view is notoriously and probably justifiably hostile, as
the Union policy of subordinating native to European
welfare, however natural and in South African eyes
laudable, cannot be expected to appeal to the natives.
(5) The functions taken from the Governors-General
have been transferred to High Commissioners, of whom
the first was appointed to Canada in 1928, with duties
in part political, to keep the Canadian Government in
personal contact with British policy and foreign affairs,
in part economic, to control the agencies employed to
keep the Board of Trade and British industry informed
of Canadian openings. He corresponds, therefore, in
some degree to the Ministers of foreign powers, ac-
credited to the Dominion, but with greater insistence
on the commercial side of his work. In all respects he is
practically the counterpart of the High Commissioner
for the Dominion in London. The appointment has
been followed by a like appointment for the Union in
1930, and on the selection of an Australian as Governor-
General it was in 1931 decided to create a High Com-
missionership for the United Kingdom in the Common-
wealth and an acting appointment was made to that
post.